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1961 August 3, 1900 

GERMANY. 

Births and deaths in German cities. 
[By Richard Guenther, United States consul-general.] 

Frankfort-on-the-Main, June 1, 1900. 

The statistical office of the city of Munich has for a number of years 
compiled the most important statistics from those of the larger German 
cities, and also of Vienna, Austria, and Zurich, Switzerland. This 
work has again been done for 1899 and has just been published. The 
tables contain the figures for 1899 from 74 cities and the most imp'ortant 
comparisons between 64 cities which have contributed to these figures 
for at least six years. 

At the head stands Berlin with a population based upon the middle 
of 1899, with 1,800,000 inhabitants; Vienna with 1,600,000; Hamburg, 
684,700; Munich, 452,000; and Leipsic, with 430,600. Then follow 3 
cities with more than 300,000 inhabitants — Breslau, Dresden, Cologne; 
5 with more than 200,000; 19 with more than 100,000, and the balance 
of 42 with less. Begensburg with 43,000, closes the list. The ratio of 
births per 1,000 inhabitants was the largest at Konigshuette in the" 
province of Silesia with 62.03, and Altendorf, near Essen, with 51.1 ; 
the lowest at Potsdam, with 20.9. For 10 cities the ratio is between 
50 and 40 ; for 48, between 40 and 30 ; for 14, between 30 and 20. The 
ratio of stillborn was highest in Vienna, with 6.2 ; smallest in Konig- 
shuette, with 1.8. Illegitimate births were highest in Vienna, with 
32.7; lowest at Bemscheid, with 1.7. The latter ratio is very low in 
all the cities of the Bhine and Westphalia, no where more than 7 per 
1,000, also at Kassel, Mannheim, Spandau, Charlottenburg, Darmstadt 
and Lubec, not more than 10 per mille ; high, with 20 and more at 
Dresden, Wurzburg, Metz, Strassburg, and Munich, which latter city 
comes second, next Vienna, with 27.0. The death rate, 1 out of 1,000, 
was highest— same as in 1898— at Konigshuette, with 29, and lowest at 
Schoeneberg, near Berlin, with 12. 9. High ratios are shown at Bochum, 
Begensburg, Elbing, Fuerth, Stettin, Halle, Breslau, Duisburg, Chem- 
nitz, Danzig, Posen, and Konigsberg, 24. Low ratio at Charlottenburg 
and Zurich, 15.4 each. Of the remaining 58 cities, 28 show a higher 
ratio than 20, and 30 cities a lower one. 

The mortality among children appears especially great if that of those 
in the first year of life are compared with the number of children born 
alive during the year, at Bixdorf, near Berlin, with almost 52 ; Harburg, 
near Hamburg and Gera, with almost 50 ^ also Mannheim, Plauen, 
Spandau, Altendorf, and Fuerth, with 45 and more. Lowest at Aix-la- 
Chapelle, with 23 ; Strassburg and Darmstadt, with 24 ; Wurzburg and 
Freiburg, with 26; Frankfort on -the- Main and Potsdam, with 27; 
Zurich, Metz, and Bochum, with 28 ; Cassel and Osnabruck, with 29. 
Of the several important diseases causing death the following are most 
conspicuous : Tuberculosis, causing the highest number of deaths in 20 
cities ; inflammation of the respiratory organs, in 36 cities ; followed by 
diseases of the heart, catarrh of the intestines, dysentery, and cholera 
morbus. 

Proportionately the largest number of deaths from old age was at 
Bromberg 20 out of 1,000 inhabitants; Konigsberg, Posen, Potsdam, 
Gera, 18 each ; Munster and Begensburg, 17 and 16. Deaths from small- 
pox only occurred in 6 cities, and only 1 in each, namely, Vienna, Diis- 
seldorf, Konigsberg, Danzig, Karlsruhe, and Frankfort- on-the-Main. 
Deaths from measles were numerous in Vienna, Cologne, Nuremberg, 
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Elberfeld, Wurzburg, Fuerth ; from scarlet fever at Berlin, Vienna, 
Breslau, Magdeburg. Konigsberg, Elberfeld, Dortmund, Halle, Duis- 
burg, Bochum, Altendorf, Konigshuette, and Gleiwitz ; from diphtheria 
and croup especially heavy in Berlin, Vienna, and Magdeburg. The 
death rate from typhoid is nowhere remarkably large, the highest at 
Berlin and Vienna, 74 and 67 cases. Proportionately with the number 
of inhabitants, however, largest at Stettin, 34 ; Dortmund, 39 ; Danzig 
and Elberfeld, 29 each; Duisburg, 22; Bromberg, 33, and especially 
large at Bochum, 48. The ratio of suicides in 10,000 inhabitauts was 
highest, with 4 each, at Hamburg, Gera, Brandenburg, Leipzig, Bres- 
lau. The 74 cities contained in the tables, with an aggregate popula- 
tion of 12.75 millions, show a total of 418,633 live births for 1899 and 
258,524 deaths, an average birth ratio, therefore, of 32.8 and a mortality 
ratio of 20.3. This average of births was exceeded in 39 and that of 
deaths in 38 cities. Thirty one thousand four hundred and fifty-four 
persons died of tuberculosis, 2.5 for every 1,000 ; of inflammation of the 
respiratory organs, 32,131 ; catarrh of the intestines and cholera morbus, 
34,882. 

A retrospective view of the last six years shows that the birth ratio 
was above 40 in Dortmund, Essen, Duisburg and Bochum; the mortality 
ratio over 25 only at Begensburg, over 20 at Vienna, Munich, Breslau, 
Cologne, Magdeburg, Konigsberg, Chemnitz, Stettin, Strassburg, Aix 
la Chapelle, Danzig, Halle, Augsburg, Duisburg, Gorlitz, Wurzburg, 
Posen, Munster, Bochum, Freiburg, Liegnitz, Zwickau, Fuerth, Elbing, 
and Gera. The ratio of illegitimate births in all the six years was over 
30 in Vienna, between 27 and 30 in Munich, over 20 in Strassburg and 
Wurzburg; the ratio of mortality among illegimate children over 30 in 
Chemnitz and Gera, and over 25 in Munich, Breslau, Stettin, Augsburg, 
Zwickau, and Begensburg. 

GUATEMALA. 

Report from Livingston — Fruit port. 

Livingston, Guatemala, July n<, 1900. 
Sie : I have the honor to make my report for the week ended July 
17. Malarial fevers are becoming more prevalent every day. There 
were 2 deaths reported for the week ; 1, female child, 9 years, enteritis, 
other, male adult, so called calentiura — chronic malaria. Following 
ships inspected : July 17, steamship & Oteri, DeLuca; number of pas- 
sengers, 6 in transit ; number of crew, 33 ; cargo, general merchandise, 
all in good sanitary condition ; destination, New Orleans. Certificate 
inclosed. 

Bespectfully, Samuel Harris Backus, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. S. 
The Surgeon-General, 

TJ. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

HONDURAS. 

Report from La Ceiba — Fruit port. 

La Ceiba, Honduras, July 16, 1900. 
Sie : I have the honor to submit the following report for the week 
ended July 14, 1900 : July 8, brig Pedro, for Havana, Cuba, 3 passen- 
gers. June 11, steamship Premier, for New Orleans, 1 passenger. July 
12, steamship Alabama, for New Orleans. July 13, Iberia, for New 



